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Commander's Message

To begin, I would like to extend a BIG “Thank You”
to our Nominating Committee for your confidence in
having me as your 2011 Commander. January and
February have been very busy months. Between final-
izing arrangements for the Change of Watch, getting
the 2011 DuPage calendar and budget all set, and the
Annual Meeting.

Cdr Louise Potter, SN and D/Lt Wayne Hanson, P had
their hands full with the Chicago Boat Show and
Strictly Sail Show getting schedules together and
manning the booths. I am sure the booths looked awe-
some.

At our Annual Meeting, P/C Phil Fitzpatrick, AP had
the honor of conducting the election. We are still in
need of people to fill vacancies on the Bridge and var-
ious committees. Only a few hours a month is all that
is needed to help out and be part of this wonderful or-
ganization, and a great way to earn your Merit Mark,
too.

Our Change of Watch was held at the Holiday Inn —
Joliet and a wonderful time was had by all who at-
tended. Thank you to all the DuPage and Fox Valley
members who joined us. D/20 Cdr Natalie Witty, JN
and her husband William Witty, SN joined us for the
festivities and swearing in the elected officials. I was
given the opportunity to swear in my Bridge officers
and that was a real treat given to me by D/20 Cdr Na-
talie Witty. The other activities that took place were
our now P/C Anita Donkers, SN giving out the various
awards that are presented at the Change of Watch.
Here are the awards and their recipients:
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Robert C. Mupo Award for Excellence — The intent
of this award is to honor a squadron member who has
made an outstanding contribution to the squadron
other than education in the current year. This award is
selected by the current Commander. This year’s award
was given to a gentleman who has always had his
hand in something. He’s been a General Member of
the Board, took on the position of Hospitality Co-
Chair, always eager to help when needed and a Life
Member. Lt/C Charles W. Havel, Jr, AP

Meritorious Service Award — The intent of this
award is to honor a squadron member who has estab-
lished a long term devotion and contribution on behalf
of the squadron. The selection committee is the pre-
sent Commander and Bridge Officers. For this award,
the person chosen has been known for her creativity
and artistic flair when decorations were needed at con-
ferences, has donated her time and facility for various
squadron functions and is now one of our “snow
birds”. P/C Joyce Bousquet, AP

J

Gene Avery Memorial Award — The intent of this
award is to honor a squadron member who has made
an outstanding contribution to the squadron, primarily
in education. The committee for this award consists of
the Immediate Past and Current Commanders. This
year the award was given to an individual who has



Feb & Mar 2011 (2)

proctored at classes, went to many businesses putting
up flyers for upcoming ABC classes and was instru-
mental in obtaining a facility for an ABC class. Cdr
Ann-Marie Havel, P (ok that one was a surprise to
me!)

This was a fun-filled evening, great food and friends.
Now, moving on...District Operations Training was
held on 19 February and the guest speaker was very
interesting. Those attended learned a lot about Identity
Theft and how to protect ourselves. The Bridge Offi-
cer meetings were informative and the seminars were
enlightening.

Our spring classes are about to start, so please look at
the schedule and come out to help register students
and grade papers. The more hands — the lighter the
workload.

The District Spring Conference is scheduled for the
weekend of 25-27 March at the Northbrook Hilton. If
you can’t stay for the weekend, please come out on
Saturday to attend the meetings and seminars. Sharing
experiences and learning something new are benefits
to all. So, please plan on attending. More information
for the conference can be found in the flyers in this
issue.

I guess I should end here as I feel like I could go on
and on! Spring is around the corner and I am ready for
it!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Cdr Ann-Marie Havel, P

Secretary
Department

Rosters are ready to go to the
printer. All members will
soon receive the 2011 Roster and the revised Policy
Manual.

The roster contains our printed calendar. Come join us
for meetings and activities. If you have an idea for a
general meeting speaker or program, please contact
one of your Bridge members. We’re always looking
for fun ideas.

DuPage Pilot

The passing of the septuor and boas...a DuPage tradi-
tion.

EDUCATIONAL

a= NEWS

Here’s the spring line-up for our public classes. Please
check out our schedule and join us for registration,
greeting students, grading homework and final test.
With a full schedule, our instructors will appreciate
any and all help.

Lemont Park District; Centennial Community Center
16028 127th Street, Lemont, Illinois

Mondays, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Start: March 7, 2011; Test April 4, 2011

Yorkville Park District; Administration Office
201 W. Hydraulic Street, Yorkville, Illinois
Mondays, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Start: April 11, 2011; Test: May 9, 2011

Wheaton Fire Department

1 Fapp Circle, Wheaton, Illinois
Thursdays, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Start: April 28, 2011; Test: May 26, 2011

Seneca Fire Department

121 Armour Street, Seneca, Illinois
Saturdays, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Start: May 7, 2011; Test: May 21, 2011
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February 2011 Anniversaries

Donald M. Anderson
Ken Kralik

Carol J. Mupo
Arnold L. May

1971
1982
1985
2006

March 2011 Anniversaries

George H. Koop
Frank S. Carlton
George Vandon Jr.
Joseph P. Giammanco
Linda M. Giammanco
Jeremiah P. Casey
Joseph M. Jaras Jr.
Jackie S. DeLuca

1972
1990
1991
1994
1994
1995
1996
1998

February 2011 Birthdays

Michael Weresch
Ronald J. Belusko
Charles W. Havel
Jeremiah P. Casey
Philip S. DeLuca

1

1
2
5

20
20

March 2011 Birthdays

Andrea Sikorski
Brian J. Tickle
Harwood B. Moore
Philip B. Fitzpatrick
Craig Margin

Nolan Ryan

Frances C. Juliano
Donald M. Anderson
Greg Hayden

4
5
9

10

17

18

20

23

26
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SUPPORT OUR
TROOPS

For years I have wanted to
“do something for the troops”,
but just didn’t carry it farther
than a thought. Well, a few
months ago, I decided it was
time to act, and through an
employee of P/C Joyce Bous-
quet, AP I was put in touch with the Fox Valley Troop
Support Organization. Their brochure is enclosed in
this Pilot, so I will let them tell their story; also visit
their website (http://www.fvts.org) for more informa-
tion, photos and inspiration.

Our young troops are away from home in an unfamil-
iar, and many times unfriendly, environment. What
can we do to help bring a little bit of home to these
kids? Well, there’s a lot that we can do. As you would
think, we can donate items (see brochure) and money
for shipping boxes. And we can also donate our time —
helping pack boxes, writing letters, etc.

Let’s get the kids, grandkids, friends, neighbors, co-
workers involved in a worthy project this spring. For
those of you joining us at the Spring District Confer-
ence, there will be a table in our hospitality suite that
will have postcards ready for your notes. If you can’t
make the conference, please take a few minutes, sit
down and write a note, or two or three; you can mail
these to me and I will get them to FVTS, or you can
mail them directly to Kathy or Sarah. Better yet, bring
them to the Batavia VFW Hall, 645 South River
Street on Friday evening May 13, to help pack boxes,
meet some really dedicated and neat people, and feel
good about doing a good deed. All donations and let-
ters must be received by Friday, May 13, for this ses-
sion of boxes.

If you have products to donate for the boxes (lotions,
food, etc.) and cannot make the box-packing party,
please contact Kathy, Sarah or me. We will happily
pick up your donations and take them to the VFW Hall
for inclusion in the packages.

Let’s help make FVTS’s spring/summer boxes the
best ever. Help put a smile on a soldier’s face.

P/C Anita Donkers, AP
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2011 CALENDAR

Your 2011 Bridge has put together next year’s calen-
dar. You will find a copy of the scheduled activities in
the roster, as well as “Upcoming Events” of the Pilot.

We would love to make additions to the calendar. If
you have any ideas, or would like to help host an
event, please contact any of the Bridge members or
Pilot staff.

RIVER CLEAN-UP

One addition to our calendar will be a “River Clean-
Up” Day. Cdr Ann is working with an environmental
company that sponsors river clean-ups. They provide
the boats, equipment and professionals to work with
the volunteers in the clean up. More information as to
dates available, which waterway, etc., will be in up-
coming newsletters. Bring family, friends, co-workers.

Pilot Staff

Publisher .............................. P/C Anita Donkers, AP
630-554-1904 .......... e-mail: a-donkers@comcast.net
Editor ........cccovvvvveeeienn. Cdr Anita M. Donkers, AP
Layout Editor ................ Cdr Anita M. Donkers, AP

Electronic Publisher Cdr Anita M. Donkers, AP

DuPage Pilot

Ready Reference

Commander...............coeeueveenn... Cdr Ann-Marie Havel, P
102 Mabel Court, Unit C, Morris 60450 ....815-260-2808
........................................ ofcrmikesbabydoll@yahoo.com

Executive Officer ................. Lt/C David A. Donkers, SN
8 E. Rickard, Oswego 60543 ...................... 630-554-1904
......................................................... donkers@aps.anl.gov
Educational Officer ..................ccocoviiiiiiiiiieecceeees
Administrative Officer ........................cooooiiiil
Secretary ..........cccooceevereenn. P/C Anita M. Donkers, AP
8 E. Rickard, Oswego 60543 ...................... 630-554-1904

District Banners

Promoting safe boating on t
water and in the crasgroonf} 2

www.USPSd20.org

Mabke friends who share your interests
Improve your boating skills
Save on insurance...and more!
Have fun and enjoy your boat safely

" USPS Seminars |-
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o Using GPS
- at
o Trailering Your B,':,oat Handling

e .
-Ad\raﬂced iy F/DC Marine GELD

jvers, Locks and Lakes

i Tuning )

Three banners have recently been completed for Dis-
trict, thanks to the efforts of Karen D'Amico and
Louise Potter. They are all different and will work to-
gether or separately where needed. The banners are
available to all the squadrons in D/20 for boat shows,
seminars, special events, etc.

District developed these banners for the benefit of the
membership. And, they are hard at work on more
ideas.

Lt/C Cindy Rowland, JN of Fox Valley provided this
photo taken at Cabela’s in Hoffman Estates. It’s a
great eye-catcher for boating classes and seminars.

“The ocean has always been a salve to my soul...the
best thing for a cut or abrasion was to go swimming in
salt water. Later down the road of life, I made the dis-
covery that salt water was also good for the mental
abrasions one inevitably acquires on land.”

Jimmy Buffett



CHANGE OF WATCH
HOLIDAY INN JOLIET
SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 12, 2011

N,

.M-f

(Above) Catching-up with friends and family.
(Left) Duane Moore, SN receives his 25-year pin
from P/C Anita Donkers, AP.

(Above Left) Cdr Ann Havel, P
receives her Senior Member
award from P/C Anita Donkers,
AP and P/C Corinne Fitzpatrick,
AP.

(Above) Cdr Anita Donkers, AP
FINALLY uses her gavel just
before she gives it up.

(Left) Cdr Ann receives
Commanders Bell from P/C
Anita.




(Far Left) P/C Anita
receiving the Bent
Prop award.

(Left) Cdr Ann
receives the

Gene Avery Award
for 2010.

D/C Natalie Witty, JN swears in
DuPage’s new Commander.

CONGRATULATIONS,
Cdr Ann-Marie Havel, P!

Cdr Ann and P/C Anita
receive their new flags.

o\ offt

) L LRI
D/C Natalie Wit

ty, JN
with the D/C’s message.

Swearing in the 2011
Bridge and Executive
Committee
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Nuffernau Magazine
Subscriptions

Check our rates for new and renewal magazine
subscriptions.

Anita and Dave Donkers 630/554-1904
a-donkers@comcast.net
d.donkers@comcast.net

AVON CALLING

To receive a catalog or place an order, contact:

Anita Donkers 630/554-1904
a-donkers@comcast.net

Chip Culshaw
Realtor Associate

Serving all real estate functions in:
Chicago-Western Suburbs/Southwest Michigan

630-880-1824

Licensed in Illinois and Michigan

RCM Collectibles

Specializing in Winross — First Gear
Die Cast Model Trucks

630-742-2131 or 269-469-7877

Website: www.rcmtruck.com

RELIANT DATA PROCESSING, INC.

Specializing in Direct Mail and Related Services

JOYCE BOUSQUET

197 Alder Drive
North Aurora, IL 60542

630-844-4210
rdpmail@aol.com

Concept Storage Systems
Pays Generous Finder’s Fees
That result in the sale of:
Pallet Storage Racks (warehouse)
Boat Storage Racks (Dry Stack)

MARTY GRANNAN 630-860-

1881

Sumrﬁff)/ivision

’ - *?3':‘;~‘\‘ Edward J McCarthy
(TA.C.? CEO
\ 3/

Food Grade Facility

Chemical Facility
Summit, IL 60501

7739 W. 59th St.
Summit, IL 60501
(708) 594-7910
FAX (708) 594-7919

FAX (708) 458-5774

7625, 7745 W 59th St.
(708) 458-5650

Z K= Bl 1=

Yachts Inc

CHIP CULSHAW

260.469.3393 OFFICE
265.469.5509 FAX
800.749.9685 TOLL FREE

630.880.1824 cCELL
CHIP@YACHTSINC.COM
WWW.YACHTSINC.COM

317 N. WHITTAKER NEwW BUFFALO, MI 48117

Advertise in the DuPage Pilot

Please support our advertisers. Also, help reduce
our cost by advertising in the Pilot. For only
$25.00 (or $50 for double-size ad) per year, you can
have a business card ad, which will be published in
each issue of the Pilot. Please call or e-mail Anita
Donkers, 630/554-1904, a-donkers@comcast.net, to
start your ad.









